
 
 
 
Dear Seven Lakes Community Members, 
 
As this year comes to a close, I’m incredibly proud of what we’ve ac-
complished together. Thanks to the dedication of our board, chairs, and 
volunteers, Seven Lakes has become a safer, more valuable place to 
live. Our progress is visible in the improved roads and the security up-
grades—new cameras at the front gate and by the pool. Many of you 
have painted the exterior of your homes, replaced roofs, and added 
beautiful landscaping, all of which contribute to the value of your home 
and community. 
 
Once the roadwork is finished, please be mindful of no overnight parking to keep traf-
fic flowing smoothly.  
  

Our annual meeting is scheduled for November 10, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at St. Francis 

Episcopal Church, located off Ooltewah-Georgetown Road. We strongly encourage 

everyone to attend. 

 

You should receive your HOA Meeting Notice of Board Election and Proxy Voting Form 

in the mail around the first week of October. If you are unable to attend, please drop 

off your Proxy Vote form at the clubhouse in the White Mailbox, or mail the form to 

Seven Lakes HOA, 8658 Seven Lakes Dr., Ooltewah, TN 37363. Only ONE form per 

household may be submitted to cast a vote. 

 

Doug and I will complete our terms on December 31, 2025. Seven Lakes has grown 

to 287 homes, and the increased workload requires more hands to manage oversight. 

To that end, the board has discussed engaging a Property Management Company to 

handle multiple duties within the community. We will discuss this further at the up-

coming annual meeting. 

 

As the road repairs near completion, we have explored several traffic calming op-

tions. We plan to share this plan with you at the annual meeting. You will also start to 

see new signs for school bus stop and children’s Crossing.  

 

Regarding finances, effective January 1, 2026, annual dues will increase by $75 to 

help meet inflation and community needs.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has shown appreciation for our hard work. Your support 

and kind words fuel our efforts, and I’m honored to have served you this past year. I 

hope Seven Lakes continues to prosper and be an inviting place to live. 

 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Lubell,  

president 
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A message from Doug Deal, Vice President, Security & Ponds Chair  

 

Clarification on Entry Gate Operation 
There has been some false information circulating within the community re-

garding the functionality of the entry gate. The Security Committee would like 

to clarify that the gate operates exactly as designed. It can be opened using 

several methods: the keypad, a key fob, or the Elika app on your phone. 

Gate Safety Measures 

If you approach the gate and it is already open due to a previous car passing 

through, please be aware that there are two independent safety mechanisms in place to protect both 

vehicles and pedestrians: 

1. Electric Loop Detection: An electric loop is installed just beneath the asphalt immediately before 

the gate entrance. This loop detects when a car is present in that space. When a vehicle is de-

tected, the gate will remain open or reverse its movement if it is already closing. 

 

2. Electric Eye Sensor: The gate is also equipped with an electric eye sensor, which detects when a 

car or an individual approaches. Like the electric loop, this sensor will cause the gate to remain 

open or reverse itself if closing. 

It is important to note that, as an electromechanical device, the gate cannot instantly reverse its di-

rection if it begins to close. If you see the gate in the process of closing, please wait a moment for it 

to reverse before proceeding. 

Liability Notice 

These safety features have recently been tested and confirmed to work as intended. If you attempt to 

rush through the gate while it is closing—before it has a chance to reverse—and your vehicle is struck, 

the responsibility lies with you. 

Community Participation 

As previously mentioned in the newsletter, anyone interested in taking 

over the security function is encouraged to reach out to the committee. 

Special thanks to Amy for stepping forward and offering her assis-

tance. 
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From the Desk of the Ponds and Fountains Committee: 

 

There’s not a lot to report this quarter. The fountains have been oper-

ating as expected with the occasional maintenance being required. 

Some fountains are periodically turned off when the water levels get 

too low.  

One issue that has cropped up a few times is fishing line being sucked 

into the fountain pumps and causing them to break down.  If you’re 

fishing in any of the ponds with an operating fountain, please try not 

to cast a line near the fountain and risk snagging the power line from 

the shore to the fountain. If your line breaks, please do your best to 

retrieve the line. And as always kindly clean up after yourself. There is 

no maintenance staff to clean up after you; there’s just me. 

A message from Doug Deal, Vice President, Security,   

Ponds & Fountains Chair 
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Seven Lakes Infrastructure Update— Steve Cooper, Chair 
 

Seven Lakes Neighbors, 

We have completed about 90% of the road repairs since we began in April. The plan is to be 

complete by October 1, 2025. We patched 30 locations by removing damaged asphalt and re-

placing it with new rock and pavement. We repaved the front entrance with 2 ¼” of surface as-

phalt. We filled in cracks on all of the roads. And the final stages have been the seal coating 

that you see all over the neighborhood.  

Seal coating not only make the roads look nicer, they serve the purposes of filling and sealing all of the micro-cracks on 

the road surfaces. These keeps rainwater from seeping into the asphalt and into the ground which freezes in the winter-

time and prevents the roads from crumbling and buckling. Underground water in 

the form of springs and runoff can still tunnel under the roads and erode them 

over time. So, we will always have some maintenance to do year over year to 

maintain them.  

Thank you all for your patience and 

comments during this major undertak-

ing. The road crews really enjoyed the 

helpful neighbors on those hot summer 

work days.  

Thank you, 

Steve Cooper 

Seven Lakes Infrastructure Chair 
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Henry Carey, Architectural Chair 
 
Hi, I am Henry Carey, Architectural Chair for Seven Lakes HOA. 
  
It’s my responsibility to make sure the Rules and Covenants pertain-
ing to the outside of our buildings, whether it is new painting being 
done or additions to the houses themselves or new roofs, among 
other various questions coming up. 
  
Why am I involved in this area? I guess there are two big reasons: 
 

1) To keep our community up to standards so that our 
property values grow. Look through a community where there are various out-
buildings and no common color theme and no rules being enforced, and you 
can easily see why we keep our standards up. 

 
2) I was asked to be involved.  When the former president heard my background, 

she wanted to discuss this position. I’ve been in construction work all my adult 
life – everything from building Wendy’s, churches, and commercial work. I 
spent the last 25 years of my career working at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital in Memphis. Quality work was required, as something as small as a bit 
of dust can greatly impact the patients’ lives. I pride myself on doing it the 
right way, not the easy way. 

  
What have I done lately? Look around and you may notice all the work that’s being done – 
30 roofs, numerous houses being painted, and additions to houses All these were required 
to go through my department. (I didn’t approve the four requests from the Seven Lakes 
HOA In Loveland, Colorado.) 
  
There are times when the homeowner doesn’t know or understand the rules and I work with 
them to help them understand why these rules were set. Believe me, I came from a non-
HOA subdivision and people did as they wanted, not caring about the impact on all the 
houses in the subdivision. When the red, white and blue paint job appeared, it was obvious 
that the area needed rules. 
  
I am always happy to discuss your plans with you. 
  
Remember, we are all volunteers. We could use more people working with us to improve 
things.  I’ve met numerous interesting neighbors and enjoy the interaction. I enjoy working 
with the board and, if you are interested in working with us, please let us know. 
  
Oh, I also have a personal life. My wife, Susan, and I moved here almost 3 years ago. We 
have a goldendoodle, Rizzo, who allows us to live with her. My son is in Murfreesboro, and 
we have a daughter who lives 4 miles from us. She has three children and recently married 
a man with four. Two of them are out of the house. They range in age from 25 to 11 
months. 
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Ken Davis, Pool & Clubhouse Chair 

 

Hello, Seven Lakes Neighbors!   

We have had an amazing Summer at the Seven Lakes pool.  Many of 
you have enjoyed the sun, the water and meeting new neighbors 
around the pool.  It is sad to see Summer come to an end, but em-
brace the opportunity to continue to see those new friends you made 
this Summer.  Seven Lakes is a great place to live and we have some 
of the best neighbors in the world!   

I would like to recap some of the positive changes made to the pool 
and clubhouse.  We have an improved pool bathroom with a new door, 
waterproof baseboard, non-skid floor, auto sensing fan which comes on when the moisture level in 
the bathroom reaches a certain percentage – then turns off when percentage is back at lower level.  
Landscaping around the pool was improved by having large, overgrown bushes trimmed or re-
moved.   A new Polywood table and four chairs was purchased, along with three new umbrellas.  
Only one of the umbrellas was left open and un-secured and was destroyed by the wind.  Overall, 
we applaud you all for doing a really good job, ensuring the umbrellas were secured properly.   

 

A couple of reminders: 

Be sure to check the Book Swap box on the Clubhouse Porch wall  There are books for adults 
and children.   

A list of social activities is posted in the window of the information box next to the Book Swap.  
As new activities become available, we will try to list those also.   

 

Ken and I will be stepping down from serving as your Pool and Clubhouse Committee. We would 
like to welcome Barbara Graham as your new Pool/Clubhouse Chair.  Barbara has served in nu-
merous volunteer positions, both on the HOA board and several committees.  She has a 
“volunteer” heart, and we have no doubt, she will serve you well.  Please welcome her as you did 
us and from time to time, let her know you appreciate her hard work.  You have no idea how much 
your kind words of appreciation meant to us.   

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Pool/Clubhouse Committee this past year! 

See you around the neighborhood! 

 

-Ken  & Donna Davis 
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Barbara Graham, Pool & Clubhouse Chair 

Barbara has been a resident of Seven Lakes since 2013 and has volunteered in 
several capacities including HOA Treasurer, Chairman, 
Clubhouse and Pool Committee, and Chairman, Fountains and 
Ponds Committee. 

Barbara is an Atlanta native, having graduated from Lithonia 
High and attended Dekalb Community College and Technical 
School. Her professional career has been primarily in the 
railroad industry. After nearly 30 years, she retired in 2001 
from Norfolk Southern Corporation, Atlanta, Georgia as 
Manager, Eastern Region, Real Estate and Contract 
Services.  After her husband, Bob, retired from Georgia Power 
Company, they built a home at Panama City Beach, Florida, 
moving there fulltime in 2004. They spent many happy years 
enjoying the beach, fishing, boating, entertaining family and meeting new friends. 
In 2012 they decided to move to Tennessee to be closer to family and 
grandchildren, happily settling in Seven Lakes, conveniently located between 
Cleveland and Chattanooga where the kids live. 

Barbara is an active member of Saint Stephen Catholic Church. She enjoys 
gardening, traveling, being active in the community, and spending time with 
family, boating and fishing.  

 

Barbara Hudgins, Landscaping Chair 

 

Barbara and her husband, Scott, moved to Seven Lakes three 

years ago from West Point, Virginia. Both are recently retired 

and are enjoying outdoor activities, from hiking to boating, 

that the area provides. Their son lives in Melbourne, Florida, 

with his wife and young daughter. All are eagerly awaiting a second grandchild 

who is due by the end of October.   
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Barbara Hudgins, Landscaping Chair 

 
 

As we settle into the rhythm of the season, I want to extend a warm thank you to everyone 

for their continued commitment to our community's beauty. The lush, green lawns are a 

testament to our collective effort. As we head into fall, it's the perfect time to give our land-

scapes the attention they need to thrive through the cooler months. 

For our warm-season grasses, such as Bermuda and Zoysia, remember to 

prepare them for the changing weather conditions. These grasses go 

dormant when night temperatures consistently fall below 55° Fahrenheit. 

Lowering the mowing height gradually will help prevent common winter is-

sues such as fungal diseases. This practice also helps the lawn survive dor-

mancy and return stronger in the spring. 

As for our trees and shrubs, a good, deep watering before the ground 

freezes is crucial. A layer of mulch around the base will help protect their roots. Now is also 

an excellent time for selective pruning, focusing on removing any dead or diseased branch-

es to promote healthy growth come spring. Your attention to these details helps ensure our 

community remains beautiful all year long. 

A gentle reminder to all residents: our common areas are for everyone's enjoyment and are 

not designated for waste disposal. We have found instances of yard waste, including grass 

clippings and tree limbs, being left on the shared grounds, and dirt being dumped into one 

of the lakes. This is considered unauthorized dumping and not only harms the aesthetic of 

our community but can also introduce pollutants into the lakes’ ecosystem, negatively af-

fecting their health and water quality.  

Additionally, worn-out solar lights, old Christmas decorations, and other trash 

should also be disposed of properly and not left in common areas. (See pictures 

to the right). Many of these items contain materials that can harm our local 

wildlife and environment. Please be mindful of our community standards and 

dispose of all yard waste, trash, and other debris properly. 

Working together, we can ensure our neighborhood remains a 

clean and welcoming place for everyone. 
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Seven Lake’s Covenant & Rules Chair 

 
Over the past two months, the Rules Committee has addressed over 32 issues for 
the community.  The issues addressed by the committee include: garbage cans left 
out, porch clutter, yard appearance, parking issues, sheds and containers on the 
property, and those requesting clarification and/or information.  Your committee typi-
cally does not take action on issues around the community unless a complaint is 
submitted by a resident.  Once a complaint is submitted, the committee will investi-
gate it and respond accordingly. 
 
One of the issues that has been brought to the committee's attention is the issue of 
parking on the street.  The rules permit parking on the street, but not on the curb or 
sidewalk, for no longer than eight consecutive hours, and not overnight.  The specific 
section reads: 
 
7.3(ee)" ...No overnight parking of any vehicles whatsoever shall be permitted on the 
private roads as more particularly shown on the Plat..." 
 
Because of the repairs to the roads over the past several months, enforcement of 
parking on the road was suspended by the Board, but those repairs have nearly 
been completed.  As a result, overnight parking will be enforced.  The Board has de-
termined that parking on the street after 1:00 AM is considered overnight.  Cars 
parked on the street for over 8 hours or after 1 AM will be towed.  There are two 
companies that have been authorized for towing, so if your car has been towed, you 
will be able to contact them to retrieve your car.  The Board has established a specif-
ic process for this action. 
 
If you have a complaint you would like to report, go to the community website, select 
the "Forms" tab, and then click the "Complaint Form" button.  Complete the form and 
then hit the select button.  The committee will investigate your complaint.   
 
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out. 
 
Rules & Regulations Committee Chair 
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Repeat,  

and Repeat,  

and Repeat… 

 Parking 

• No overnight parking on the street. 

• No vehicle may park on the street for more than 8 hours in 24 hours.  

 • No vehicle can park on or block any sidewalk.  

• Large vehicles, such as boats, RVs, campers, and trailers that are too 

large to park inside the garage may not be parked long-term without the 

prior written approval of the Board.  

 • No commercial vehicle parking that is not serving your home is permit

 ted. 

• If there are issues with overnight vehicle parking, please collect 

the vehicle's make, model, color, and license plate number and re-

port it to the Rules Committee. 

 Animals  

 • Pets must always be on a leash when not inside your yard. 

 • Excessive barking is not permitted.  

 Lawns  

 • Lawns must be maintained regularly.  

 • No landscaping modifications can be done without prior written approval.  

 Lakes/Ponds  

 • Fishing is for residents and their guests only—no night fishing.  

 • Fishing is catch and release only. 

  • Lakes/Ponds close at sunset and open at sunrise. NO access permitted 

 after sunset.  

 • No swimming or entry into ponds (includes pets)  

 Exterior Changes  

• All changes/additions to the exterior of the home or land must have prior 

written approval.  

 Unit rentals  

 • Before tenants move in, they must approve all proposed leases for any 

 unit.   

 • No owner may lease more than three units at any given time.  

• All leases must be for a minimum of 12 months. A lease broken before 12 

months cannot be released without prior written approval. For a list of all 

rules and restrictions, please refer to our CCR, located on our website. 
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Support Our Young Entrepreneurs! 

Whether you need pet sitting, yard work, trash pickup, or yard cleanup, these 7 

Lakes teens are here to help. Reach out to support their small businesses and 

keep our neighborhood thriving! 

Audrey Cunningham 

Services: Dog Walking & Sitting, Babysitting children, watering plants, pulling weeds 

Charge: Fees negotiable 

Notes: Audrey is a 7th grader at Hunter Middle School. She is organized and 

responsible beyond her years! Please call Audrey if you need a babysitter, 

dog walker or pet sitter. She also takes care of plants and will refresh 

your garden beds by pulling weeds 

Contact: 423-605-2189 

 

Logan Cunningham 

Services: Yard Work, mowing, Heavy Lifting, Babysitting children 

Notes: Logan is a 16 year old who attends Ooltewah High School. He has exten-

sive experience babysitting, as he was a summer nanny for two boys for the past 

two years. Logan also does yardwork such as mowing, can lift heavy supplies, lay 

pine straw, mulch, pick up and deliver orders, and move furniture. He can provide 

references from other 7 Lakes Neighbors for those who would like them. 

Contact: 423-617-2090 

Keegan Lane 

Service:  Keegan's Trash Can Service 

Charge: $20 per month  

Notes: Keegan will take both recycle and regular trash bins to the curb the 

night before and then bring them back the next day. 

Contact:  423-618-4867 

 

 

 

Robbie McCrum 

Services: Pet sits, Pet waste removal (Scoop the Poop), Yard cleaning 

Notes: Robbie is 14 years old, with 9 years of experience. He pet sits for 

many neighbors and also has a SCOOP THE POOP job! He cleans yards one scoop at a 

time! 

Contact: Call or text Jenny at 504-239-3907 with any questions or interest. 
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Hey Seven Lakes Kids! 
Seven Lakes Halloween  
Party at the Clubhouse,  

Friday, October 24th at 6:00 

 Wear your favorite costume! 

Come for a fun-filled event - hot dogs, 

sandwiches, chips & drinks! 

Prizes will be awarded to the boy and girl wearing 

the cutest costume. 

There will be games, prizes, cookie decorating and 

much, much, more! 



T H E  G A T H E R I N G  N E W S L E T T E R  

P A G E  1 5  V O L U M E  2 5 ,  I S S U E  4  

Ricky & Ann Adams—8098 Perfect View—July 25, 2025 

Norman & Lori Wyatt—8209 Robertsview Dr August 21, 2025 

Dillon & Sarah Finley—8833 Wilson Creek Dr—August 29, 2025 

 

Let’s Welcome Our New Seven Lakes Neighbors! 

 Fall Yard Sale  

Our community yard sale is Saturday and Sunday,  

October 4 & 5, from 8:00 AM—2:00 PM.  

Clear out your treasures, make some money, meet the neighbors 
and have fun! 

 

Tips for a Successful Yard 

• Sell on Saturday 

• Get a team together 

• Start early 

• Sell with neighbors 

• Lots of good signage is key 

• Price everything in advance and be willing to negotiate everything 

• Get them to stop and park – put “big ticket” /popular items in the front 

• Don’t offer to hold items for a buyer for more than 45 minutes 

• Offer free coffee or lemonade 

• Put out a power strip or extension cord to demonstrate that electronic items work 

• Display like a store 

• Use fanny packs with lots of change and small bills. Keep the pack on you. 

Get the word 

out. Advertise on 

your social me-

dia pages. 
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Securities offered through Peak Brokerage Services, LLC Member FINRA/SIPC. Snow Wealth Management Company is a sepa-
rate and independent entity from Peak Brokerage Services, LLC. MI Insurance License #1309517. Advisory Services offered 
through Blackridge Asset Management, LLC, a Registered Investment Adviser. Securities are offered through Peak Brokerage 
Services, LLC, Member FINRA. Blackridge Asset Management, LLC and Snow Wealth Management Co. are separate and inde-
pendent entities from Peak Brokerage Services, LLC.  
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Rates per quarter are:    

Business card - $25;  

4” x 6” - $50;  

7” x 5” - $75 
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423-402-0259 office 

423-599-0655 cell 

DeborahLubell@gmail.com 

HomesByDeborahLubell.com 

Trusted by Your Sev-
en Lakes Neighbors:   

“Deborah is profes-
sional, savvy, and 

personable. Her mar-
ket analy-

sis was 
spot on, 

marketing 
drove mul-

tiple of-
fers, and 
she kept 

us fully in-
formed 

every step 
of the 

way.” KS 

HOMES SOLD IN YOUR SEVEN LAKES NEIGHBORHOOD FROM JAN—SEP  
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Submitted by Jason Baker, owner of Nooga ProWash 


